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It was my great pleasure to be able to accompany our current ICET students on the recent Cowra/Canberra excursion.

Previously I’ve not had time to do this, but now that I have retired from the role of Principal at Blacktown Girls High School I
have a little more freedom. My job was to drive the bus and I enjoyed doing this. It was good to be able to share interesting
learning experiences with the students from the startling aspects of the limestone caves at Jenolan Caves, through the history and
tragedy of the Japanese prisoners of war breakout at Cowra, to participation in the ANZAC ceremony in front of the Australian
War Memorial in Canberra.

I’m sure the students found the excursion at times fascinating, at times confronting and at other times perplexing. Nonetheless I
compliment them on the way in which they engaged with the experiences.

65 years when World War II ended, seems like a long time ago. Even further ago was the battle at ANZAC cove. Yet memories
linger. Some good, some bad. It is difficult for young people of today to understand the depth of feeling that still exists about
wartime events. This is natural and reflects the privileged positions that Australia and Japan find themselves in compared to
many other countries which are experiencing the tragedy of war and conflict. For a progressively smaller number of people in
both our countries, wartime memories (WWII) are still quite vivid. But yet I believe that what our students took away with them
after the excursion was something deeper and fundamental to maintaining peace in the future.

I believe that what they saw in Cowra impressed them with the humanity of ordinary people—the ordinary people of Cowra who
helped the Japanese soldiers and who established In some cases lifelong friendships.

I hope that what they saw in Canberra at the ANZAC Day ceremony made sense to them not as a celebration of war, but rather
the celebration of the making of an Australian nation and the recognition that many thousands of people made the ultimate sacri-
fice so that we could all be free”.

As I say so often, the past cannot be changed—but the future can be created. Everyone of
these experiences adds to the mindset of our students as they head into their futures. Interna-
tional PEACE is the lesson we all must take from ANZAC Day Celebrations and the chal-
lenge of securing that rests with the young people of today all over the world. This is the
reason we organise such excursions. Its up to you to take the message forward.

Edward G. Gavin
Director, ICET
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" Canberra and Cowra 2010 "
" The Cowra/ Canberra trip is more like a journey of personal growth, even though it is only a week long. This year, the ,
u students left Sydney excited about the possibilities of seeing some of the different parts of Australia, but returned having learnt |,
i a lot more about themselves.
" The whole trip was a challenge for our students to come out of their comfort zone. The students challenged their "
i knowledge of history by hearing Mr Bruce Weir tell his story about the escaped prisoners of war in Cowra and by visiting the "
"' Australian War Memorial in Canberra. They challenged their language barriers and their shyness by making a presentationin

i front of students from Cowra High School. They challenged the generational boundaries by making a visit to a nursing home in "

" These were just a few of the activities the students took part in on this trip. Besides this, they all had the responsibility n
u ' of making their own breakfast, lunch and dinner every day. Furthermore they had to shop for all their ingredients too! "
itz NS ‘\ /WL ¥y Onthis journey I witnessed the ICET students of 2010 did more than just rise to the "

: _challenges set for them, they shattered the boundaries surrounding them before this trip u
* and for this I am incredibly proud. "
Well done Jacques Kolokossian |,
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